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| INVETERATE 
liching Humours, — 
Scabbine/s and Leprofy: 


Plainly deferibing 
Their Symptoms, Nature, Original Caufe 


and True Cure, with the Reafons why fo many 
mils of it for many Months, Years, cc. 


Shewing that it may be eafily and fafely accom- 
plifhed without the Naufeous Ufe of Brimftone, 
Continement of the Patient, or the Knowledge 
of other Perfons. 
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| Uhe imminent Danger thofe affiaed with 
fuch Defilements of the Skin run, of felling into the 
Pally, Apoplexy, Falling Sickne{s, Afthma, incurable 
Cosjumption, Sc by Ill Methods of Cure, and 
“pernicious Mercurial Medicines. Neceffary fo be 
read by all Perfons, but more efpecially thofe who 
are unhappily troubled with the JTC H, or ah; 
other Cutaneous Diftemper.. 
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PREFACE 


| HE firft Imprefion of this little 
Book being fold off, and the Book- 
feller calling ow me to reprint it; I 
quickly determined to look tt over care= 
fully for that Ends and what did not @ 
little conduce to my publifbing this fecond 
Edition fo readily, was, the favourable Re- 
ception the firft met with from the Publick, 
who were fo indulgent as to efteem it a 
plain honeft Account of the Diftempers it 
treats of, ana (what I my felf have not 
Vanity enough to think) more to the pure 
pofe than any thing wrote before: | 
The great Experience allo I have had 
(fince I firfl publifbed this (bort Account) 
of the Method I racommended in it as moft 
vational for the Cure of the Itch, invetea 
vate itching Hamours, Scabbinels and Les 
profy, was another Motive of my vens 
turing it once more into the World 3 for 2 
‘can truly fay; my Succefs in curing Guta- 
< fe @ neous 


The PREFACE. 

‘peous Difeafes (having been exceeding 
great, perhaps greater than many will 
eafily believe.) is a thorough Confirmation 
of the Efficacy of the Method I have men- 
tiow d to ule, and by which I have reftored 
abundance of People to perfect Health, who 
from the inveteracy of the Difeafe, length 
of Time they had been afflicted, and from 
their having often tryed other means tn 
vain, almoft defpair'd of being cured; of 
wiich I could give many Inftances, of Men 

of Worth and Probity, were it proper. 
Thad fome Thoughts of adding, to this 
— fecond Editzon, fome particular Remarks 
and Obfervations that I have made on the 
‘King’s-Evil, concerning the Nature and 
“Method of Cure of which, my Experience 
convinces me, many Perfons are very much 
wmiflaken ; but coafidering they would en» 
‘large the Book to double the Number of 
Sheets it now contains, I concluded to omit 
them, with an Intention however to publifb 
a fivall Treatife of that Diftemper’ by it 

felf in a little Time. | 
In perufing this fbort Account of the 
‘Ttch, ec. iz order to fend it again to the 
Prefs, I made {uch Additions as my fur- 
ther Obfervations and Experience in thofe 
Difeafes causa me to think neceffary; 
| * which 


“Pe PREEACE, 

which Additions, I wrote as concife as 
the Natare of them would allows, fo 
that with them the Book doth not wow ex-_ 
ceed what I at firft call’d it, A fhort Ac- 
count, ec. Thofe Additions the Reader 
will find inter[pers’d throughout the Third 
Chapter, and, & believe, will not be dtfplealed 
with them. 

I have added alfo, at the latter Bnd, 
an Index to the whole, that thofe who 
have wot Leifure or Inclination to begts 
and read the Book quite through (which 
indeed is by much the beft way.) may how- 
ever, by looking over That, know what s 
contains, and turn to the Page they think 
amoft likely to inform them, of what they 
want chiefly to be acquainted with. : 

The Index, confidering the finallne{s of the 
Book it felf, may be thought flrange by foue, 
tt being as large as what is commonly found 
to. a Book of fix times the Bulk of this 5 
but their wonder will ceafe, when they con» 
fider that this fbort Account, under fome 
Authors Peas, would have fivel?d perhaps 
to more than fim times its bigne{s, without 
containing more, in fact, than st does now: 
For my part I think the fewer Words a 
Man expreffes his Thoughts in, the better, 
provided he can be clearly underftood ; for 
ae hee ae to 


The PREFACE. 
fo ufe more, or be prolix in Writing, ferves 
oily, in my Opinion, to puzzle the Caufe, 
or amufe the Reader. 4 

Bat whofgever Writes and Publifbes his 
Thoughts. upon any Subjett to the World, 
would be vain in the laft degree, fbould he 
expedt every one would approve of them ; 
the moft Correct Books in all Arts and 
Sciences, have ever met with ill natura 
and unjuft Cenfure from fome, which tn- 
deed is no wonder, fince Holy Writ it felf 
bas wot efcaped the Ridicule of Profligate 
Wretches , it is truly {atd, unhappy is that 
Perfon of whom every ene {peaks well, al- 
lading that there ever was or can be fuch 
a one, and in that Senfe we may (ay, Vile 
and Coxtemptible is the Book which every 
body likes : The Maz therefore who fets 
Pen to Paper, in order to communicate any 
thing to the Publick, ought firft te refolve 
to bear, unmovd, all ‘the Calumny ana 
invidious Reflections that Malice can ine 
vent. 

This I fully determined, when I began 
the following Account, and {hall be alto- 
gether unconcerned for the Succe/s it meets 
pis among{t the cavilling part of Man- 

Lite 3 | | 
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I have given my Thoughts freely on the 
Itch, évveterate Itching Humours, $cab- 
binefs avd Leprofy, uxder one or other 
of which, almoft all Guticular Eruptions, 
that are not the immediate Effects of acute 
Difeafes, may be comprifed , I thought it 
needle/s in this Short Account to treat. par- 
ticularly of Tetters, Ringworms, ce. 
zaore efpectally fince the Medicines that will 
Care the Itch, ee. will likewife Cure them, 
and moft, if not all, other Defedations of 
the Skin that take their Rife from Chronick 
Diflempers. 

I am not {0 opinionated of my own Per- 
formances, as to imagine that what I have 
written is without fault ; yet I hope the Can- 
did and Benevolent Reader will take what 
I have done ia good Part. 

He that writes his Sentiments of any 
Diftemper, ov concerning any Matter or 
Thing with unfeigned Sincerity, is, in my 
Opinion, excufable, tho he may not be 
-whoky free from Evror, and tho a great 
Motive of it may be Self Intereft, vit. 
gaining EHonour, or increafing his Sub- 
 ftance , but thofe are truly blamable, who, 
to obtain either of thefe, publifh to the 
World, as folemn Truths, their own {pritely 
laventions, which have no real Founda- 

7 A 4  ‘$t0n, 


‘The PREFACE, 
tion, and mhich, in Fact, they ao not believe 
thenfelves. HOTEL SiR 

And that {ach groundle[s Hypothefes are 
to be found among Phyfical Authors, and — 
that. Plain-dealing is a Vertue not always 
to be met with, may be gathered from the 
Works of Dr. Sydenham, the moft worthy 
and fincere Phyfician Europe ewer bred, 
who being importuned to write an Hiftory 
_of Chronick Diftempers, complained of the 

difficulty of fuch a Task, in the follewing 
Words. Sat Wak! 


‘ For among Phyftcal Writers, if you ex- 
¢ cept Hippocrates, avd fome very few oz 
© thers, fcarce any Footfleps can be found 
© whereby I might trase thro thefe impaf- 
¢ fable Ways, obftrutted with fo many Dif= 
© ficulties; for the Lights and Helps which - 
© Authors promife, ave rather Yenes fatui, 
* shan true Lights ; which rather mifguide 
© to Rocks and Precipices, than direct for 
© the finding the Genuine Method of Na- 
* ture, for moft of their Writings are built 
© upon Hypothefes. proceeding trom their 
© own Fanfies s and the very Phoenomena 
© of Difeafes, of which the Hiftory of them 
‘ confifis, as they are deferibed by thefe, 
‘ are moaelled in the {ame Shop of Suppe- 


‘ fittons, 


The PREFACE. 
¢ fitions, and the very Praktice wherewith 
© they undertake Difeafes (which ts the 
© certain Plague and Defiruéction of Man- 
‘ kind) is fuited to this kind of Poftulata, 
$ and not according to the truth of the 
© Thing; fo reigning are thefe Mens Whim- 
“ fies almoft in every Page; and in the 
& meanwhile the Directions of Nature are 


‘ fighted, 


What this moft Excelent Phyfcian fays 
is very much to be lamented, for to be 
{wayed by an embrac’d Hypothefis, and to 
be infincere in what relates {0 eminently 
to Life, and Health, the greateft Blefing 
of it, muft furely be highly Criminal, and 
in the laft degree Barbarous. 3 

If I know my own Heart, I have wrote 
the following Pages with that Integrity that 
becomes an honeft Man, and have given as 
plain and natural an Account of the If- 
neffes I have treated about, as I poffibly 
could ; for the reft I do not trouble my felf, 
I} pretend not to Correctnef{s of Style, alt 
the ufe I know of Words, is to comury one 
Man’s fenfe of Things to another, if there- 
fore I can be underftood, it is fuffictent 5 
this { am fatisfied of, from very great Ex- 
perience, that the Method I have propofed 


for 
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for the Cure of the Difeafes the Title men= 
tions, will, if they are curable, by the Blef- 
fing of God, take Effect, aud not only in 
them, but in the King’s-Evil, and all 
Scrophulous Cafes alfo, in a very fhort 
time, im proportion to the suveteracy of 
them, provided the Patients will follow 
Diredtions ,; and fuch of them who think 
fit to apply to me, may depend upon faith- 
ul ana civil Treatment, as Tm fure all 
who have been under my Care hitherto, will 


acknowledge they have found, 


TL. Srooner. 


From my Houle, next 

. the Black Horfe nn, 
in Lemon Street, in 
Goodman's Fields, 
Ofiod. $+ 1715. 
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Short Account: 
OF THE 
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The Defcription, Symptoms, Nature, 
and dangerons Confequences of the 


Itch, particular Itching Humours, 
Scabbinefs and Leprofy. . 


weg HE Itch is a filthy Dikentck 
: infefting the external, Parts of 
mOUe Sea univerfally, but more 
particularly the Joints, and. between 
the Fingers, commonly with Puftulous 


Eruptions raifed upon the Scarf-Skin, 
reg 


P (2) | 
by almoft unavoidable {cratching ; 
occafioned thro’ violent itching of the 
Parts-;-from thefe Puftulous Eruptions, 
or little Bladders, when broke, there 
iffues a thin Cryftalline Humour, which 
touching any other Part not yet infect- 
ed, foon caufes inceflant itching, and, 
— upon -fcratching, more Bladders to a. 
rife. 

And by this means the J¢ch, in what- 
ever Part it begins firft, is foon fpread 
over the whole Body, and very remar- 
kably fixes upon the Wrifts, Hams, and 
efpecially between the Fingers, which 
peculiarly diftinguifhes a real Itch from 
that flight itching of the Body, many 
People are troubled with for a fhore 
time, commonly about the beginnin 
of Winter, and in the Spring, conte 
oned only by Straitnefs, or Conftipa- 
tion, of the Pores of the Skin, thro’ 
change or coldnefs of the Seafon, and 
which moftly goes away upon enlarg- 
ing, or opening the Pores again, either 
by proper Exercife or the help of the 
Bagnio, without: further Trouble or 
Medicines’; ‘vet if it continues, it may 
lay the Foundation of a true Itch foon 
, me Ont after 


\ Ny 4s 
after to follow, as will be fhewa' here» 
after. | Aus Td ES 

When the ich has continued long, 
and is become confirmed, the‘little Ul- 
cerations encreafe, and the clear Hu- 
mour before contained in the little Blad- 
ders, degenerates to a purulent Matter, 
which {till makes» the Difeafe-‘more 
Naufeous and Infe€tious. he FI 

Sometimes the Itch appears in a ‘dry 
form, without thofe-Puftules before- 
mentioned, and then the Scarf-Skin 
looks red, rugged or uneven, and-when 
by long continuance it is grown inve- 
terate, the Parts affected are covered 
over with a dry kind of thin Scab; and 
this is the worlt and moft’ ftubborn 
fort of Itch, which, as well as the moift 
kind before fpoken of, if neglected, in 
length of Time, turns to a foul Scabies, 
or Scabbine(s of the whole Body, quick- 
ly to be defcribed. Lom 

The moift Itch, tho’ not fo ftubborn 
or virulent as the dry kind} ‘yet, by 
means of its moifture, fooner and more 
eafily communicates its Infection to 
Sound Bodies. | 

And {o Contagious is the Itch of el- 
ther fort, that lying in Bed witha Per- 

| fon 


| 


£s aia 
fon, troubled with it, or in the Sheets 
an itchy Perfon has lain in, or to wipe 
one’s Hands with the fame Cloth, or 
draw ona Glove fuch a Perfon has 
worn, or even to have Linnen wafhed 
with the Linnen of one afflicted with 
the J¢ch, is fufficient to catch the Di- 
{temper ; and as the Famous and Inge- 


~ mous Dr. Willis fays, * Certainly the 


¢ InfeGtion of no one Difeafe is more 
‘ eafily and certainly propagated (the 
‘ Plague only excepted) than this of the 
Bihisas ote 

Yet fome Perfons are much more 
fubje@. to be infeéted with it than o- 
thers, for in many there is a certain 
aptnefs to receive Difeafes of this kind, 
and fuch Perfons catch it fooner than 
others, as Experience demonftrates ; 
which difference ’tis likely may happen 
thro’ the Natural Structure of the Ex- 
ternal Pores of the Body, or their be- 
ing larger. in one Perfon than in ano- 
ther, fo as to imbibe or receive the ins 
fecting Humour fooner and more fure- 
ly. 

But when one Perfon in a Family or 
Houfe is infetted with the Itch, it coms 
monly runs thro’ the whole, and efpe- 

| cially 


Foe 
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cially feizes on thofe who. Eat, Drink 
and Lye, or are very converfant with 
the Perfon who has fo accidentally 
caught it; and thus the Itch is com- 
municated from one. Perfon, and one 
Family to another, by means of lying 
in ftrange Beds, by Children of diffe- 
rent Families, playing together, or by 
Servant Maids or Nurfes, ec. that have 
had this loathfome Difeafe, and come 
into Families before they are perfectly. 
cured of it.» 2 lik sthey 

When the Itch is caught by Infection, 
the Scarf or Outer-Skin only, for; fome 
time, is infeGted, and the Blood not. at 
all tainted with it; and then it may 
eafily and quickly be cured by :proper 
Medicines regularly adminiftred, | 

But when it has been neglected long, 
and the little Ulcers have crept deeper, 
and touched the Cwtis or real Skin, fo 
that the infecting Humour penetrates 
the {mall Veins, and is circled about 
with the Blood, it foon contaminates 
its whole Mats, and all the other Juices 
of the Body, and then becomes cons 
firmed, is more dangerous, and much 
more difficult to Cure. ning 


So 


(6) 


Go alfo where it happens to aged 
People, and likewife if it is compliea- 
ted with other Diftempers, in which 


laft Cafepit muft betreated: with the 
utmoft Skill; for then the Circumftances 
of the Patient:will not often admit of 


its being cured: after the neareft man- 
er, but require it to be managed with 


eréat: Care and Caution, and -with a 


' particular regard: to: the other illneffes 


that affid: thesPatient, who otherwife 
may be kill’d inftead of beingcured,asin 
another Cafe happened to a: cértain,Per- 


fon, who dabouring under acConfump+ 
‘tiom of the Lungs::and: the: Venereal 


Difeafe together; the Perfon he apply’d 
to for Cure, imprudenrly put him into 


a Salivation’ forthe latter, without 


minding the former, and fo: deftroy’d 
him ;° for which .he. was: defervedly 


-Profecuted ina Court of Juftice, 5 


Some Authors, Antient and Modern, 
are of the Opinion; ‘that when the Itch 
has continued’ many Months together, 


and got into the ‘whole Habit of: the 


Body, it cannot ‘be cured bue with 
Submifion, I muft diflent from’ theny, — 
being fatisfy’d from my own Experi- 
ence, that the moft inveterate Itch may 

| be 


. ae, 
be ‘perfectly and fafely cured by the 
Rational Method, I {hall recommend’ — 
in the latter Part of this Book, of which 
Lalfo flatter my felf my Readers will 
be convinced. — ~ Fe 
«Yet that an inveterate Itch is much 
more difficult to Cure than a ilight 
one, is moft certain, and the Learned 
Dr. Willis before-mentioned, fpeaking 
of fome of his Patients that were affi- 
éted with the Itch, which proved fo 
ftubborn, that with the moft powerful 
Remedies, and even repeated Salivati- 
ons he could not Cure, tells us, that 

* The Venereal Difeafe, tho’ it be ex- 
© treamly Malignant, and caufes moft 
‘foul Cacoethick Ulcers that Eat the 
‘ Flefh and Bones, may more eafily 
* and cettainly be cured than the Icch. 


Another Author writing upon this 
Diftemper, has the following Words, ‘f 
‘ knew three Brothers, all young Men, 
* die purely of the Itch, which by length © 
“of Time, becoming habitual, at laft cor- 
* rupted the whole Body, which with pu- 
‘ trid and eating Ulcers deftroyed them. 

And thus we find Authors ‘believe, 
this Difeafe when grown inveterate, by 

| B being 


| 
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being neglected too long, to be: not 
only Incurable, bute Mortal; but with 
them I cannot agree, for in my Opi- 


| nion, the Difeafe that kil’d the Three 


Brothers the laft quoted Author men- 
tions (judging by the latter part of his 
own Words) was rather a confirmed 
and univerfal Scabbine/s that fucceeded 
an inveterate Itch, than properly the 
Itch it felf, which I believe never proves 


- Mortal till ic turns to a loathfome Scab- 


binef{s, which indeed many times brings 
on Death. 

But befides the Diftemper properly 
call’d the Itch, there are particular and 


‘inveterate Itching Humours of various 


Kinds or Appearances, that do not af- 
fet the Body univerfally as That does, 
but fx upon particular Parts only, as 
in fome’ Perfons upon the back of one 
or both of the Hands, in others upon 
the Shoulders or Arms; and in others 
upon one or both of the Thighs,.or 
fome other particular Parts, either of 
the Head, Face, Body or Limbs, many 
times about as broad as a Man’s Hand ; 
but fome.Perfons have them much 
broader, and.,others much narrower ; 
and in whatever Parts,chey firft appear, 
| | | ven tS ee 


| C9") a. 
they moitly continue, fometimes dimi- | 
nifhing, and fometimes increafing, in | 
refpe&t both to largenefs and inveteracy, 
for many Months, and oftentimes Years 
together, unlefs prudently managed and 
perfectly Cured, by Internal as well as 
External Remedies. a: 

- Now and then the inveterate Itching 
Humours of this kind, in fome Patients, 
change their flation, and difappearing 
in the Parts they firlt affected, | {oon 
after arife in others: but this they fel- 
dom do, unlefs the Perfons troubled 
with them, tamper with outward Ap- 
plications, which, alone, are dangerous, 
as will be made appear in the tollow- 
ing Papers. 

_ Thefe particular Itching Hamours, in 
whatever Parts they fhew themfelves, 
make the Scarf-Skin look Red, Angry 
and unequal, and befides the violent 
itching that moftly atcends them, little 
Pimples; upon fcratching, commonly 
arife, that are very fore for a fhort 
time, and often fend forth a thin Hue 
mour, that may be feen {tanding upon 
the Parts affected, alnioft like Dew, and 
when the Sorenefs abates, the Pimples 
diminifh, and the itching increafes, and 

) B 2 > ee 


pily. fatigued therewith, | 


fC.10 ) 


; then little dry Scurf falls off, and frefh 


Pimples foon arrfe, fo that there is un- 
fufferable itching, and fevere forenefs, 
almoft at the fame time, which proves 
exceeding troublefome to thofe unhap- 


Thefe inveterate Itching Humours dif- 
fer not much from the Difeafe, called 
Scabies, or Scabbinefs, excepting only 
that they confine themfelves to particu- 
lar Parts, as before fhewn, and that 
moftly affects the Body univerfally. 

Scabies, or Scabbine/s, isa Difeafe moft 
commonly fucceeding an inveterate Itch, 
either moift or dry, for when either 
kind has continued long, or been ill - 
Cured, fo that the very Fountains of 
the Blood and Juices are corrupted, an 
inveterate and filthy Scabbine/s quickly 
follows, which not only affects the Cz- 
ticula, or Scarf-Skin, as that does, but 
penetrates deeper, and fixes upon the 
Cates, or real Skin, which it gnaws and 
Ulcerates, and cautes nafty Scabs to 
cover the Parts. | 

Irie follows the moift Itch, foul Icho- 
rous-Matter iffues from them, which 
is very Contagious, and infects any found 
Part it touches, but af it fucceeds she 

ry 
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dry Itch, there is feldom any Pufs iflues 
from the Scabs, which then appear ve- 
ry Crufty, dry and nauféous to the 
fight. 

~ Sometimes a Scabbinefs happens when 
the Irch has not gone before it, but this 
is‘not near fo frequent as a Scabbine/s 
following the Itch, whicn, as before 
faid, is generally a Preludium to this 
hateful Diftemper. 

A Scabbinefs is alfo accompanied witht 
itching as well as forenefs, efpecially 
about the edges of the fmall Ulcers 
that void a foul corrupted Pufs in the 
moift kind, and about the crufty Scabs 
in the dry fort. 

An univerfal Scabbinefs, as it is much 
worfe than the Itch for Filthinefs and 
PutrifaCtion, fo it is much more dan- 
gerous and difficult to Cure. 

Tf it continues long without being 
Cured, the Ulcerations increafe in num- 
ber as well as largenefs, and the dif- 
charge of Matter from them is fo great, 
the Humours continually flowing that 
way, that the Body being robb’d or 
drained of irs moifture, falls of courfe 
into a Confumption, which, together 
with the fatigue the Patient undergoes 

B 3 in 


| 


(12) 


i in the Day time, and want of Reft and 
Sleep at Night, occafioned by continual 


alternate itching and fmarting, quickly 


i finifhes the fatal Cataftrophe, and the | 
| unhappy Patient is obliged to fubmit 


to a miferable Death. 

But this muft be underftood only of 

the moift Scabbine/s, for the dry one, 
tho’ very Inveterate and Malign, yet 
feldom or never is attended with Death, 
but firft Ufhers in a Poifonous Leprofy. 
that foon puts a period to the Patient’s 
Life, if not timely cured. 
_ The Leprofy is the moft Malignant 
Diftemper that affeGs the External 
Parts of the Body, the Blood and Juices 
being contaminated with its fatal Poi- 
fon, whence proceeds the great Difi- 
culty of curing it. 

The Leprofy is fometimes the Here- 
ditary Difeafe of a Family, but is much 
more commonly contracted by Infe. 
étion. | 

And it may indeed be termed, as in 
the Learned Di. Blancara’s Phy fica 
Dictionary, a Difeafe, by which * The 
¢ Temperature, Form and Figure, and 
© at laft the very Continuity of the 
‘ Body is corrupted ; aud as he again 


Says, 
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fays, ‘Is a Canker commonly to the 
* whole Body. 

The Itch and Scabies are commonly 
the fore-runners of it, for the Itch, bee | 
ing neglected, turns to an univerfal 
Scabies, and That to the Leprofy as be- 
fore fhewn, which is the worft of Cu- 
taneous Difeafes, and accompanied with 
the higheft degree of Corruption and 
Putrifaction. 

The Symptoms accompanying this 
direful Difeate, are both Internal and Ex- 
ternal concifely fumm’d up as follows. 


‘ The Internal are Acid or Mufty 
* Belchings, Coftivenefs, Thirit, a ftink- 
ing Sweat, thick Urine, infomuch, 
that the Pouder of Lead will fwim 
upon its an extream propenfity to 
Venery ; thickneis, vifcofity, and un- 
ctuofity of the Blood when drawn 
forth, and little, Clots of Sand ftick- 
ing to the Cloth thro’ which it is 
ftrain’d; ftinking Breath, a wearinefs 
of the Limbs, Chillnefs, Stupidity, 
and a hoarfe Voice, as if it came thro’ 
the Nofe. | 
‘ The External Symptoms are thefe, 
the Skin appears livid, black or yel- 
} B 4 ¢ low s 
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low; it wrinkles when expofed: to 
the Cold; it is notably rough and 
oily, infomuch, that Water will not 
flick to it; it is covered over with 
a.Purple or white Dandriff 3° little 
moveable painlefs Knots and: Swel- 
lings befer the Forehead, Chin -and 


Joints; a dry Ringworm and Pufhes 


cover the whole Body, and affect not 
only the Skin but the Mufcles; an 
eternal Itch like the gnawing of 
Worms, or pricking with Needles 
molefts °em 5 when they ifcratch any 
Part, it turns dry and fcaly, but voids 
no’ Matter; the Hair of their Head 
and Eyebrows falls off; their Fore- 
head is furrow’d with wrinkles 5 their 
Ears {tretched and {welled ; the Eye- 
brows callous and raifed ;. their Eyes 
round, red and fparkling, infefted 


‘with little hard {wellings in the cor- 
‘ners, and apt to water; ithe upper 
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part of their Nofe contracted, while 
ihe inferiour is enlarged, ‘troubled 
with frequent {neezing, and: infected 
witha Folypus and Cancrous corro- 
five Ulcers ;: the Face.and Lips are 
pale, hard, livid; and chop’d ; their 
Tongue and Mouth lable to hard 
‘ans ‘ {wellings, 
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‘ {wellings, Chops and Corrofion; the 
¢ Gums-rough and {wol’n ; the Spittle 
¢ Vifcous ; the Breafts hard, and ‘their 
¢ Veins fwol’n; the Joints withered, 
¢ and befec with callous indolent Ul- 
© cers, that are apt to bleed upon the 
‘ flighteft touch; the Mufcles of their 
¢ Hands, efpecially thofe of the Thumb, 
¢ and firft Pinger, are much confumed ; . 
« the Fingers and -Toes:benumb’d; the 
‘ Joints diftorted and knotty ; andthe 
¢ Nails black, bowed and chopped. 


The Reader, I prefume, will readily 
allow, that Perfons labouring under all 
thefe Symptoms, can have but fall, if 
‘any, liopes of Life; and indeed here 
are fo many dreadful ones enumerated, 
‘that the very Thoughts of them, one 
would think, are fuificient not only to 
fink a Perfon Affiicted with them to 
the Grave, but alfo to make him defire 
a fpeedy Death, as a kind Relief to the 
“grievous: Mifery: he muft neceflarily-en- 
gare: we 4 GRE? 

. But it mufk not’ be imagined)‘ that 
every one affected with the Leprofy, is 
aficted with all thefe Symptoms ; 
fome Terfons are not troubled with one 

halt 
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| half .of them, and yet are as furely 
| Leprows as. thofe labouring under the 
| greateft part, or all, that-have been 
) {umovd up. | 

_ © Theswmoft diftinguifhing Sign of the 
| Leprofy, is the Filh-like Scales, of a 
_ Branny Colour, that fall from the Ex- 
_ ternal Parts of the difeafed Perfon; and 
| whether That is. attended with many 
_- more of the before-mentioned Symp- 
_ toms, as it moftly is, or not, it befpeaks 
_ the Leprofy. | 

The fooner the Cure of this Diftem- 
_ per is.undertaken, and the fewer the 
_ Symptoms are,’ the, better it. will be 
_ overcome, and the. fooner and more 
certainly will the Patient be reitored 
| to Health; bue if it be neglected for 
a confiderable time, till the Symptoms 
are multiplied, the Strength of the Pa- 
tient much impaired, and the Difeafe 
arrived to the higheft degree, it may 
then be truly faid to be incurable, and 
the fuffering Wretch has nothing more 
to do, than to fettle his Worldly Affairs, 
commit his Soul to God who gave it, 
_ and patiently expect his diffolution to 
put a final End to his intollerable 
‘Torment: 


By 
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By the Account and Defcription of | 
the Symptoms, Nature, and Danger of — 
the Hxternal. Difeafes here given; ..1 
think if plainly appears how inexcufa- 
bly remiis, and in the laft degree want- 
ing to themfelves. thofe .Perfons are, 
hs being aflicted in the flighteft man- 
ner with Cutaneous Diftempers, or-fuch 
as affect the External Parts Univerfally, 
omit to feck for a regular Cure in time, 
fince it has been fufliciently proved, 
that the moft trifling J¢c/,. if neglected, 
becomes more and more inveterate, 
and advances ftep by ftep, from one 
degree to another, till from the Itch it 
turns to an univerfal and naufeous Sca- 
bies, which many times kills the Pati- 
ents unfortunately troubled with it, and 
if it does not, turns to a loathfome Le- 
prefy, that very often proves incurable, 
and fails not to render the unhappy 
Sufferers, miferable Spectacles to others, 
as well as lamentable Torments to 
-themfelves, and at laft accomplithes 
their Deftruction, by the unavoidable 
Death it certainly brings on. 

And no lefs imprudent are they who 
being troubled with Tetrers, Ringworms, 
and other breakings out, in particular 

| Parts, 


j 


1 ( 18 ) 

_ Parts, neglett to get Cured; for they 
_ are for the moft part fpecies of one or 
| -other of the Difeafes I have defcribed, 
_ and-are of very ill conlequence, if not 
quickly remedied. ) 

1 have not inlarged on thofe feve- 
ral breakings out, by their particular 
Names, as found in Authors, becaufe, 
as they may be comprehended under 
the lish, inveterate Itching Humours, 
Scabees, or Leprofy, which I have dif- 
courfed on; I would neither tire the 
Reader’s Patience, or fwell thefe Papers 
beyond my firft Intention. a 


CHAP. 


isn 2 
CHAP. I. 


Of the Original Caufe of the Itch, ie 
_-peterate Itching Humours, Scabs 
binefs and Leproly.. 


‘WP \WAT~ the External Difeafes I 
' § treat of, are for the moft part 
occafioned by Infection, is very certain, 
there being, I believe, fcarce one Perfon 
in Fifty troubled with them, but what 
were infected, by others in the manner 
I have fhewn in the foregoing Chapter ; 
yet as the communicating of them from 
one Perfon to another, cannot properly 
be called. the Caufe, but rather the 
{fpreading of Difeafes before caufed, I 
defign here, pafling over that, as fuf- 
ficiently proved, and already known, 
to proceed to an inquiry after the Or. 
ginal Caufe of thofe Cutaneous Diftem- 
pers, when they arife and happen to 
Perfons who have not been infected by, 
or received them from others, and that 
from the Opinions of fome of the An- 
tient as well as Modern Phyficians, | 

cise ; many 
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many of whom affign the Itch, Scabies, 
Leprofy, &c, to one and the fame Caufe, 
and are of Opinion that thofe Difeafes 
differ from one another only in degree. 
But it muft be allow’d, that inveterate 


Itching Humours tm particular Parts, are 


fometimes of a Scrophulous Nature, 
and proceed from the Kyne’s-Evil. 


Galen lays the fault of Difeafes of the 
Skin, on melancholly or aduft Matter. 
-- Avicen is of Opinion that, * Blood 
* with whicli Choller is mixt, and that 
* with Sale Fiegm converted into Me- 
* Jancholly, is the caufe of Scabbinefs. — 
Langius accufes, ‘ Impure Cholerick 


“ Blood, or aduft or Feculent,mixt with 


* Liquor of Sale Flegm (produced by ~ 
‘ diicracy of the Liver, and oftentimes 
* obftruction of the Spleen) as the caufe 
For tietivey. (2. 

The Learned Dr. Blancard; in his 
Phyfical Dictionary, fays,; the Lepro/y 
is caufed by ‘ Black Bile diffufed thro’ 
* the whole Body. | 

Others are alfo of the Opinion, that 
the Itch proceeds from * Challer, fub- 
* tilized and fent into the Habit of the 
© Body, being mixt with thin Salt 
| | ‘ Flegm, 


Ome} 

‘ Flegm, which {preading into the Su- 
‘ perficies of the Body, breaks out in 
‘ the Caticula with {mall watery Pu- 
‘ ftules caufing great Itching. , 

That a Scabbinefs proceeds from 
‘ Blood and Lympha defiled with Ex. 
© crementitious Humours, not fuffici- 
* ently feparated and expelled by Urine, — 
‘ Stool, Sweat, oc. So that the San- 
* guineous and Lymphatick Juices,muft 
‘ of neceffity be corrupted with {harp 
* and biting Humours, mixt with Sale 
‘ Flegm and aduft Choller. 

That the Leprofy is caufed by *¢ Sale 
‘ Flegm poffibly putrified with a mix- 
‘ ture of oily Humours, as a depraved 
‘ Lympha and aduft Choller. 

And that the remote Caufes of this 
Depravation of the Choller and Lym- 
pha, are ‘ Feeding upon Salt, Acrid and 
‘ hot Meats; alfo want of Cleanlinefs, 
‘ or keeping the Body fweer and clean. 

The Learned and Ingenious Willis 
believes the Caufe of the Itch, &c. to 
be the Depravation of the Humour of 
the Cutaneous Glands ; his Words are 
thefe : 

_ © The glandulous Humour depraved, 
‘ either by the Blood being very im- 
| .oure, 


€ pure, and alfo diffolved, leaving its 


| 
| 
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¢ Corruption and Recrements plenti- 
¢ fully in the Cutaneous Glands, which 
¢ there afluming the Nature of a more 
Corrofive Ferment, does ferment and 
varioufly Coagulate with other Juices 
that come thither or pafs that way, 
and 1o produces the Itch, &c, or the 
¢ Humour gathered in the Cutaneous 
‘Glands, fometimes by mere Stagna- 
¢ tion, becomes not only Itchy but 
‘ Corruptive. Therefore thofe kept 
¢ long in Prifon, or that_lead a Seden- 
‘ tary Life, and are ufed to filth and 
¢ Tike are Obnoxious to thefe Difeafes. 

Again, the fame Author tells us, 
That in a Scabine/s and Leprofy, ‘ Acido- 
© Salime Concretions (like ‘Tarter in 
¢ Wine) do happen in the Mafs of 
¢ Blood, which when they cannot be 
‘ conquered or diffolved, are driven to 
¢ the Skin, as in the other Cafe, (wiz. 
6 Wine) to the fides of the Cask. 

The Excellent Etmuller afgns the 
Caufe of the Itch, to ‘ Sharp Particles 
‘ of the Seram, repairing to the Surface 
¢ in {mall Quantities. ; 

Of a Scabbinefs, tothe ‘ Depravation 
© of the Nutritive Sera, or Juice of the 
: ' * Parts 
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Hy Paits under the Skin, occafioned by 
¢ a Preternatural Acid, that ie its. 
© Rife from fudden Cold ing. 


the. ody. vil the aes Pores ; 


and which by continuance se at 
laft infe&t the Blood. 

He alfo fays, that a a " Scabbinefi pro- 
ceeds ‘* fometimes, but very rarely, 
* from Internal Cautes, as Scurvy, French 
‘ Pox, &c. 

_ And treating of the Leprofy, he sives 
his Opinion that it is caufed by | “OA 
* Saline Corrofive Acid reigning in the 
© Serum. | 

He likewife ingenioufly gives the 
Reafon why Cutaneous Difeates are 
fome times moift, and fome times dry, 
as follows : 

_ © If the Nutritive Juice be very {e- 
‘‘rous and apt to corrupt, the Break- 
«ings out run much, if balmy and im- 
‘ pregnated with a Volatile Oily Sale, 
“they are crufty and dry. . 
By what has been faid, " appears how 
-much Phyficians differ from one another, 
concerning the Caufe of thofe Cutane- 
ous Diftempers; but in my Judgment the 
two laft quoted Authors, have hit the 
Cc Mark 
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Mark much, nearer than others, and 
their Opinions, .which amount almoft 
to one and the fame thing, wall. appear 


more Rational, if what: the accurate 
vand learned Phyfician Dr. F.; Keil fays. 


concerning the Searf-Skin, m-his Ana- 


tomy of the Human Body abride’d, 
be confider'd ; his Words follow :, . 


‘This (4... the Scarf-Skiz) is that 
foft Skin which rifes in a Blifter upon 
any burning, or the Application of a 
Bliftering .Plaifter. _ It iticks clofe. to 
the Surface of the true Skin, to which 
it is alfo tied by the Veffels which 
nourith it, tho’ they are fo {mall as 
not to be feen; when we examme 
the Scarf-Skin with a Microfcops, -it 
appears to be made up of feveral Lays 
of exceeding {mall Scales,. which, co- 
ver one another more or lefs, accord- 
ing to the different thicknefs of the 
Scart-Skin in the feveral Parts of the 
Body. In the Lips where the Seales 
appear plaineft, becaufe the Skin is 
thinnelt, they only ina manner touch 
one another. Now thefe Scales are 
either the excretory Dutts of . the 
Glands of the true Skin, as I think is 
apparent in. Fifhes, or elfe thefe Glands. 

‘ have 


ROM 
¢ have theirPipes opening between-the 
eisealess | beens | 

~' ©’Thefe Scales are often glewed ‘to 
© one another by the groffer parts of 
© our infenfible Tranfpiration, harden- 
“ing upon them by the Heat of our 
Body, which carries off the more Vo- 
-latile Particles) The Humour, which 
is afterwards feparated by the Glands 
of the Skin, being pent in between 
‘the Scales, caufes frequent Itchings; 
and where the Matter has been.lon- 
ger pent up, fmall Pimples. Thus 

far the Ingenious Dr. Kerdl. Hi 
Now if the Humour defigned ' by 
Nature to be excreted, being pent in 
thro’ Cold or any other Accident, caufes 
‘frequent Itchings, and by a longer con- 
tinuance {mall Pimples, as certainly it 
does, why may it not be’fuppofed, ac- 
‘cording to Willis and Etmaller, that, by 
a yet longer Confinement or Stagnation, 
it will be depraved, becorne corruptive; 
‘and at laft infectious, efpecially if the 
_ remote Caules, fuch as leading a’Seden- 
tary Life, eating Salt Méats, the Re- 
licks of other Diftempers, or living in 
Naftinefs or Filth, have obfru@ted or 
impaired the Glandules of the Body, or 
G gs any 
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any way injured their Structure, and 
alfo caufed irregular Cohefions of Par- 
ticles in the Blood and Juices, fo as to 
make them apt upon the leaft Stagna- 
tion to Corrupt and Putrify ? 

Much might be faid to ftrengthen 
and defend this Opinion; yet, after all 
the fine Speculations and Notions Men 
have, and propagate concerning the Q- 
riginal Caufe of thefe and many other 
Diteafes, it mult be acknowledged that 
it is dcubtful,. whether we can more 
than guefs at the real Effence of them ; 
and the moft faithful Phyfician. that 
ever wrote, the Immortal Sydesham, 
our own Country-man, appears to 
have had the fame Sentiments, when 
treating of another Diftemper, ‘he tells 


US: 


* As to the intrinfick Nature and. 
‘ Effence of this Difeafe, as they fay, I 
‘ count. I am to feek for it no further 
‘ than as it appears by the Symptoms 
‘ we have defcribed, no more than.I 
‘ am obliged to fearch into the Effence 


© of any Plant or Animal. 


This admirable Man being fenfible, 
ho doubt, of the infufficiency of Human 
Reafon, 
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Reafon, to penetrate into the Abftrufe 
Principles or firft moving Caufes o 
Difeafes, feems to have apply’d him- 
felf wholly to the Obfervation of Di-. 
{tempers, their feveral Symptoms, Stages 
and Terminations, together with the 
moft Natural and Hiectual Method 
of curing them, as ‘bis admirable 
Works, fo juftly valued all over Europe, 
fhew. 

And it would be well if all Perfons 
who Practife Phyfick, and who have 
the good of Mankind moft at Hearr, 
would Copy after the Learned and In. 
comparable Sydewham, whole Works 
will never Dye, and whofe Example . 
all ought to follow, and not be forward 
to broach New Notions, and {train e- 
very thing to fupport an embrac’d Hy- 
pothefis, or to afferc this or that to 
be the Original Caufe of any Diftem- 
per, unlefs it could be made appear by 
undeniable Demonftration ; but rather 
apply themfelves diligently to the Ob- 
fervation of Difeates, thro’ their Begin- 
ning, State and Declination, and be 
thereby perfectly acquainted with all 
their Symptoms, Variations, and Con- 

C 3 fequences, 
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onenaee fo as to be able fafely and 
quickly to Cure them, which I am 
fure all unprejudic’d Perfons will agree, 
would be much better for the unhappy 
Patients afflicted with Diftempers, than 
for their Phyficians to be taken up with 
airy Speculations concerning them, and 
at the jame time, perhaps, be at.a Lofs 
how to effect their Cure. 
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of feveral Methods of oiling the Icch, . : 


~ particular \eching Humours, Seabee 
“binefs and Leprofy ; ; the Reafans | 
why fo. many mils of being Cured ; 
the Danger of falling into erie vous 
‘and incurable Diftempers by il Mem . 
thods, and pernicious Mercurial Ap- 


plications ; and of the fafe, eafy, 
. and offeétual Method of. Cure ad- 


vanced by the poet 


Oft Authors agree, fiat the fame 
Method and Medicines that will 
| Cine an Inveterate Itch, will likewafe 
take Place in a Scabbinefs: Eeprofy, and 
moft other Defilements of the Skin, if 
curable; and. indeed Experience’ an- 
fwers for the Truth of it, only with 
this difference, that the Method muft 
be clofely followed for a longer Time, 
and the Medicines be made ftronger 
for a ROT? 6 and Leprofy, than it is 
sy C4 requifite - 
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requifite they fhould be for the firft 
mentioned InfeCtion ,° . ae 
' But what that Method and thofe 
Medicines are, that with the greateft 
Certainty, leaft Trouble, and without 
Danger, will accomplifh the Cure of | 
Cutaneous Difeafes, is what Phyficians 
differ very much about. © 

' Some recommend Bleeding and Purg- 
ing as abfolutely neceflary:; the firft.to 
cause Revulfion, Tempetate the Blood, 
and allay itstoo grear Ebullition ; the — 
lait to cleanfe the Stomach, Bowels, and 
all the Juices, from impurities, and both 
of them to diminifh the Humours of 
the Body in general, without all which, 
they are of Opinion, the Itch and other 
Defedations, cannot fafely or eafily, if 
Rtially be curedyy es et ee RN! 
. Others advile to Sadorifcks, or Sweate 
ine Medicines s and others to Diareticks, 
or fuch as work by Urine; fome, neg- 
letting all evacuating Medicines, pre- 
{cribe fweetners of the Blood, and cool- 
ing, Alteratives, which they believe will 
Cure by fubduing the Chollerick Difpo- 
fition and Acrid Quality of the Juices. © _ 
Others, laying afide all Internal Re-- 
medics, rely wholly upon External Ap- 
OS er > plications | 


(31 ) } 
plications for the Cure of Cuticular 
Maladies, fuch as Ointments, Bachs and 
Wafhes, made of Tobacco, Brimftone, 
Elecampane, Sharp-pointed Dock, ec. 
and others chiefly infift on Mercury or 
Quickfilver, outwardly applied, either 
by a Girdle, or mix’d with Unguents, 
exe. which they fay will effectually 
kill the Itch, and other Difeafes of the 
Skin. nN note | 
* Thus Phyfical Authors vary exceed- 
ingly in ‘their Opinions one from ano- 
ther, and each brings feveral Reafons 
and Arguments to fupport the Opinion 
he is of, or has advanced ; for fome, 
who plead moft for External Applica- 
tions, have but an indifferent Opinion 
of Purging, and inveigh mightily a- 
gain{t Bleeding, which they fay draws 
the foul Humour, that either never 
reached deeper than the Skin, or elfe 
that Nature had kindly expelled to the 
outer Parts, into the Blood and Juices, 
fo as certainly to corrupt them, and 
‘fix the Diftemper upon the whole Ha- 
bit of the Body, and thereby render it 
cure bles se As: 
| Martianas gives an Account of a cer- 
tain Perfon, * Who labouring under the 
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| ‘ditch, would-have Four;Pound of Blood. 
| “taken from him. by opening .a Vein,’ 
| ‘upon which, that very Day, revulfion 
| ‘of the Putrid, Humour being made 
© 4rom the’ Skin,to the greater Veins 
“by Vene-SeGion, he was taken with 
| ‘a, Malignant. Fever, which kild him 
B Vabedsith Day. aes ysjiy  eaidig < 
| od Letting Blood. (ays. another Au- 
* thor) muift abfolutely be avoided in 
| ©this Cure, for. thereby the Impurity is 
 ©drawn into the Blood, and that de- 
- $efiled which before was pure. . 
_ soffhe famous Helaont mentions purg- 
| ingcMedicines,in this Diftemper, as 
* well,as in other. Cafes, with, Deri- 
 fion. horas suceeded ens 
_-5 But the Learned and Ingenious. Dr. 
_ Wé4ll’s, amongi{t »many others, is of O- 
‘pinion; that both Bleeding and Purg- 
) nee Curancous,. Difeafes. are. necet- 
“dary. peril. fy stele 3 
paneaiige of Bleeding he fays, ‘ The 
Effect is not taken. away: till firft the 
‘Caufe be remeved, which:may this 
way properly, be done. Yea for. an 
univerfal Difeafe, fuch as the I¢ch_is, 
an univerfal Remedy, fuch as letting 
Blood is, feems, convenient. - > 
4 . C 
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») Hevlikewife mightily recommends — 


Purging) in the following Words, 
¢ Therefore Purges ought both to be: 
¢ oin and make an end of this Method 
< of Cure; for tho’. Helmont treats. a 


¢ Cathartick Medicine with. high Dif - 
¢ dain, and, at it were, leads it in Tri-. 


‘ umph, becaufe ‘of it felf it does ‘not 
‘ Cure che Itch; yet we may affirm, 
‘ that this Difeate is fcarce ever eafily, 
« but never fafely cured, without this 
¢ fort of Phyfick. ea 

‘ He-that would Cure the Itch, (fas 
¢ Hartmanus) mult firlt of all cleanfe 
‘ the Blood, for it lodges in the Saline, 
¢ Vitriolate, and Aluminous Impurities 
‘ thereof, YS ee 
The Learned Etmuller alfo advifes to 
Purging ; and the Excellent Dr. Sydez- 
ham, dieting to {weating Medicines, 
and outward Applications for an Inve- 
terate Itch, fays, * But thefe things 
< ought not to be applyed till the Pati- 
‘ ent’s Body hath been firft duly’ pre- 
« pared by. Bleecing and Purging.» \ 

Befides the Authorities of thefe Great 
and Learned Men for Bleeding and 
Purging in the Itch, @c. there are many 
Examples given by Authors, of the/un- 


happy 
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_ happy Confequences of attempting the 
— Cure of External Difeafes, by ourward 
_ Applications only. + Dt 
-Borellus informs us of a Man, who 
_ being troubled with an exceeding Itch- 
_ ing, and. endeavouring to Cure him- 
 felf witha Wath, in a few Hours after 
 ufing it § There were Blifters rais’d all 
- © over his Body, and in’a little while 
¢ after, he was fo troubled with Faint- 
‘ ings and Swoonings, that he was very 
¢ nigh Death. age | 

‘A lufty Matron ( [ays Hildanus) of 
¢ about Forty Years Old, and of a moift 
¢ Conftitution of Body, when in the 
¢ Month of Febraary, fhe had put on a 
‘ Quickfilver Girdle for a {mall Itch, 
¢ and had worn it for three Weeks 
‘ Night and Day, fhe indeed was sid 
¢ of her Itch, but there followed a Sali- 
¢ vation, exulceration of the-~Gums, 
¢ and heavinefs in the Head, which was 
¢ followed by a Catarrh of the Left 
¢ Side, and a wealknefs of the fame. 

Vel(chius gives-an Account of a Per- 
fon afflicted with this Difeafe, ‘ Who 
¢ negleéting Univerfals, kill’d the Itch 
with Ointments ;. prefently upon 

§ which, defluxions of Salt. Humours | 
Hi os ‘fupers — 
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‘ fupervening and falling upon, -his 


5 


‘ Lungs, he fpit Blood at times, and 


‘at length, an Hettick coming upon 


him, he died: When he was) dead, | 


€ 
‘ his Lungs were found altogether. cor- 
‘ rupted, and moft part of em hardened 
‘ into a Scirrhius. nei rep balk. 
By thefe Accounts, amongft many 
others, that are left upon Record, to 
warn us. againft the-like irreparable 
Miichiefs, the Readers. may judge what 
Care there ought to »be.taken,» and 
what Skill there is required in. curing 
Chronick Difeafes of the Skin ; and.Lbe- 
lieve it will be eafily allow’d,that it is not 
only requifite to Cure them furely,, but 
fafely too; for to omit Internal Reme- 
dies, and itrike in thofe-Diftempers. by 
external and repelling Applications, tho’ 
never fo feemingly innocent in them- 
felves, may be attended with very bad 
Accidents, fuch as. violent Fevers, Afth- 


ma’s, Confumptions of the Lungs, Con 


vulfions, Falling Sicknefs, Palfies, Apo- 
plexies, Madnets, internal Ulcers, Scir- 
rhous Tumours, and other dangerous, 
and oftentimes incurable Maladies, under 
which if the Patients efcape with Life, 


they 
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they® may remain: iniferable? all their 
Ipayse 38 Le 

Por when ‘thle Bellcténs PRAGA is 
thus fore’d to retire FPG the ‘external 
‘Parcs the Body; i itis then circled about 


a ‘with the Blood, till it is depofi ted and 


fixed upon fuch of the Noble internal 
Parts, as happen to! be mof weak, or 
‘apt to receive it,’ Thus if ‘it falls on 
thé Brain and !Nerves, ‘it produces the 
‘Apoplexy, Halling: TONE Palfy, Con- 
‘vulfions, “or: Madnefs, ‘ff ic hap- 
ag? té! AX! Ob the: Breath! it caufes a 
Ville ‘Coupsh; ‘dreadful “Athina, Or 
vU ceration’ of thie Lungs, 4nd ihtutable 
nflimiption ; $f upon the Urinary 
Pa | fe ‘eecd ons the Diféafés‘com- 
‘mon- 46) 4hém; fuel as racking Pains; 
‘Dyfi ty, Stranguaty, incurable Ulcerati- 
“on of che’Kidneys, or Bladder, cc. If 
“upon 'the'Liver/and Spleen, Obitru@ions 
and Scirrhous Tumours of thofe Parts 
‘ate’ produced, if it fixes on the: Bow- 
“els, it Caufes a fevere Colick, Diarrbza, 
“Dyfentery, Inflammation of the Guts, or 
“Wack ‘Paffion, ec.” And if it does not 
happen to fodge on any of thofe parti- 
aie Parts, it ‘then eae inflames 
the whole Mafs of Blood univerfally, 
an 


and fo” produces violent Fevers} éohti- 
nual or Espana threatning Speedy 
Death. 
~ And the Tinettés that idppét by fach 
imprudent Management,’ fometimes’dd 
fot’ appear till’ ome Months after Mich 
outward ‘Applications’ Have ‘beer’ ‘for- 
born. or P Sigat 
What’ a tisk ehbafoRes ath thot tur, 
who, ‘being unhappily- ‘trotibled with 
the Itch, or other Cutaneous Ditem- 
‘pers, endeavour: to Cure’ thertifelves 
with Cintments, “Wafhes,’ denen. 


ay an my 


Tich that Ke had accidentally Erich: 
Le Abftrat of which take as fol- 
OWS: a 


ee 
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© I wore. it (fays be, meaning a Mercu- 
© rial, Girdle) tor feveral Months by 
times, and then laid it quite afide; 


i but the Mifchief was begun, tho’ I 


' was mot aware of it; for about a 

- Month after; Lawak’d one Mornin 
with an unufual Giddinefs, and in a 
little time after, I found feveral Con- 
vulfions begin to come upon me, in 
the: Capillary, Arteries of my Eyes, 
; ere. Sometimes I fhould haye my 
Hands drawn in, and my Fingers 
brought to the Palm of my Hand in- 
voluntarily. I was nor a little terri- 
.fy’d, as any may imagine; but by 
proper means the feverity of the 
Symptoms went off, and i remain’d 
only with a Giddinefs, which was ve- 
«ry troublefome. Once upon drinking 
the Bath Waters too long, that Ver- 
tiginous Rotation was fo increafed, 
that J was laid up for a Month with 
it, being fcarce able to go. about with- 
out ftagegering like a Drunken Man; 
but this extremity abated, and I re- 
main’d healthy under that Giddinefs 
for feveral Years, till happening once 
to be more indifpofed than ufually, 
‘ upon taking a Chalybeate, the Hu- 
‘ mour 


oe, 

© gnour {truck deeper into the Nerves 

© of the PeGtoral Mufcles, fo that I 

‘found my Shoulders begin to be con- 

« tracted involuntarily, and upon walk- 

* ing, ‘a fhortnefs of Breath, which I 

‘ could difcern, was caufed by the pre- 

_ © ternatural preffure of thofe Muicles 

“ upon my Breaft, which I have fome- 

¢ times refitted fofar; when it has hap- 

“ pen’d to come upon me in the Streets, 

*. before I could get to.a Houfe I knew, 

«that it hag made:my Eyes Flafh, and 
¢ brought other Epileptick Symptoms 
‘ upon me, that Ihave: been forced to 

‘ take into‘a Shop, and defire leave to — 
‘-relft me forca time. Thefe things 
¢ continued on me a Year or more, and 
¢ dechining under thefe Spafms of my 

¢ Breaft,:1 was at length quite confined, * 
‘to my Home for near Three Months, 
§ all the »while growing worfe and 
© worfe, in» fpite of the Power of any 
‘ Medicines I took, when it happened 
* that I was. cafually directed to the 
‘ ufe of Riding, inc order to which f 
‘removed to Hamp/ffead; where I rode 
* at leatt twice a Day. for the fpace of 
‘ Seven Weeks. . After Ihad by thefe 
* means recovered a good maeature of 
| D * Health, 
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¢ Health, I enjoyed it about a Yearvand 


6 


ww 
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half, by the’help of Riding at due In- 
tervals; but thinking my delf ftronger 


than I really was, and Riding long 


Journeys, I was took:of a iudden 


with’ the ftrangeft fort:ef Deligaium 
(or Fainting) that perhaps: ever) was 
vheard of ; to thefe fort. of Fits: was 
added aDiarrhea (or Loofene/s) which 


was attended: with a» Naufeoufnels 
and Inclination to Vomit; andowhat 
is Remarkable, :thofe: Nights after 


omy Vomiting, I fhould Swear to that 
degree, -as’ to make: my, Shinpand 
‘Sheets <as'° wet! as. if: they: had) been 
| ig int Water, upon which L was 


retrefhed: and: freed:from the greater 


feverity.of cthofe: Symptoms,« which | 
plainly: fhews ‘how’ pernicious» that 


Pforadick (or Jtchy): Saltiwasy which 
the Mercurial Particles had repelled 


and intimately mix’dsin' my Blood. 


‘Thus I had Three Calamities upon 
meat once, a #lux, a> Vomiting, and 
the Deliquiums (or Fainting) Lipoke 
of befere, the laft of which had fome- 
thing: fo-incrediblé to ’em, that I fhall 
forbear to relate it; .1 do norofpeak 
in heat, but ferioufly «and calonly, 
| | © that 
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that the Vomiting, tho’ very frequent 
and fevere, was defirable, if compared 
with thefe moft ftrange Faintings, 
-which were fo tormenting and infupa 
portable, that if I had been Stab’d, 
or had had my Flefh cut with Knives, 
T am certain I could much eafier have — 
bora it3 I betook' my felf to mode- 
rate Riding-again; and held out even 
under fucl preffing Seveérities, as I 
have related, no lefs a time than 4 
Year and-Nine Months, when at 
length thefe Evils gained upon me, 
and my Vomitings were ‘fo frequent, 
and incredibly violent, that’ they took 
away the ufe of my Limbs, fo that I 
was forced to be lifted every time up- 
‘on my Horfe, that L might continue 
“my Riding, tho’ it were but to gain 
a little periodical-Bafe, till that feizure 
of my! Limbs increafing, I was cont 
“fined €o- my Chamber, my Legs and 
‘Thighs {well’d, and F was very nett. 

the End of this tedious Journey ‘of 
o ‘The Account this Learned and Inge: | 
nious Phyfician gives of his own dread- 
ful’ Tilnefs,’ occafioned’ by the wearing 
of a Quiekfilver Girdle, together with 
ay D2 the - 
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_ the Inftances before given, of the Mif- 
' chiets that have been done by that Me- 
_ thod, as alfo by Wafhes and Ointments, 
| are fufficient, one would think, to de- 
ter all Perfons from tampering with 
outward Medicines, for the Cure of 
Cutaneous  Difeafes, without taking 
proper Internal Remedies alfo, by the 
DireCtion of a Skilful Phyfician. 

And here it will not be amifs . to 
exemplify, the great danger of Quick- 
filver Girdles, by another Cafe that 
lately happen’d.. - ¥<pisgnol 

On the 24th of May laft, an Ingenious 
Woman-of very good: repute, in the 
utmoft Fright and, Confternation (for 
which, indeed, {he had a great deal of 
— Reafon) defired my Afliftance: She 
gave me to underitand, that fhe had 
- for fome’ time before, been» troubled 
with the drch,.and for the Cure. of.ijt, , 
had put ona Quickfilver,Girdle, which, 
ina fhort time, raifed fuch a‘violent 
Salivation, as I fcarce ever faw before 5 
for befides the ordinary Symptoms: of 
forenefs.of the. Mouth,:exulceration of 
the Gums, {tinking Breath, loofenefs of 
Teeth, oc. it was attended with others 
very fevere and dangerous; particu- 

; | larly. 


larly fuch a prodigious: Inflammation 
and fwelling of the Glandules about 
her Throat, that at firft I queftioned 
very much whether I fhould be able to 
fave her Life; and Jreally believe if 
fhe had not apply’d for Relief as fhe 
did, fhe would in a little time have 
been fuffocated or choak’d, and fo have 
perifh’d by the effect of that pernicious © 
Girdle. | | 

I immediately endeavour'd to check 
the Salivation, and remove the Symp- 
toms by Carharticks, Specifick Ab/or- 
bents, Cardiacks, Gargarifms, and O- 
ther proper Remedies, which by God's 
Bleffing, had all the wifh’d for Succefs, 
fav'd her from the Grave, and reftor’d 
her to perfect Health. 

The narrow efcape this Woman had, 
and what has been faid before on this 
head, will, I hope, prevenr all Perfons 
who happen to read thefe Papers, from 
/ making ufe of Mercurial or Quickfilver 
Girdles, on any account whatioever. 

Neither is frequent Bleeding, or in a 
large quantity at a time, to be attempt- 
ed without Danger; for it is certain 
that irregular Bleeding many times 
draws the pernicious Humour of the 
é D 3 Itciry 
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itch, exc. from the Scarf-Skin, which. 
alone was infected, into the Mafs of 
Blood, and to the Internal and more 
Noble Parts, that before were not in 
the leaft tainted wich it. . ~~ 
_ So -likewife Purging imprudently 
with ftrong Medicines, will have. the 
fame effect, and not often clear the Ex- 
ternal Parts of their troublefome De- 
filement neither 5 many times Patients 
may Purge themfelves into the Grave, 
with the. common violent Catharticks, 
before their Skin will be freed from the 
Itch, @c. and this the Learned Helmont 
well knew, and made a handle of it 
to defpife Purging, in the manner before 
mentioned. 
If therefore Learned Phyficians Hew 
-felves, who make the. Body of Man, 
and all the Defects and Diftempers it is 
hable to, ‘their continual Study; and 
who aré well-acquainted with the Vir- 
tue, Nature and Ufe of Medicines, 
which are keen Inftruments’ in’ theit 
Hands, and which, when well applyed, 
reftore the Difeafed Body to priftine 
Health, but when improperly prefert- 
bed, quite the contrary ;°if, I fay, fucla 
Eminent Men make falfe fteps, — 
tne 
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the Inftancejuft now given, and differ 
from one’ another about the molt effec. 
Stual Method of curing the Itch, ee. 
as already fhewn; how fhould the af- . 
ficted Patients, who muft be fuppofed | 
tobe wholly Ignorant of the Nature, ~ 
Caufe, ce. of the Diftemper, and who. 
know not the Virtue of Medicines, or 
at leaft, when, and when not, there is. 
a proper Indication for their ufe, be 
able to form a right Judgment, or take» 
and ufe the molt feemingly Innocent 
Remedies, without extream Danger? | 

. Having thus given the Opinion of 
Phyficians, concerning Bleeding, Purg-. 
ing, and External Applications in th: 
Cure of the Itch, ec. and apprifed the 
Reader of the Danger that attends the 

unskilful ufe of them, it may not be 
- amifs to offer my own Opinion concern- 
ing their true ufe, and thea defcribe 
the Method that to me appears molt 
Rational for the Cure of Cutaneous Di- 
itempers,and which Experience has cons 
firmed to be the Satett. Sureit, and moft 
Expeditious to eradicate the Itch, In- 
veterate Itching Humours, Scabbine/s, and 


¢ 


Leprofy, when curable. 
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Firft then,:as to Bleeding, it oughe 
not promifcuoufly to be: advifed to all 
Perfons, neither is it abfolutely to be 
forborn; large or frequent Bleeding 
weakens the Patient, and, as already 
 faid, draws the Infection inwards, and 

often fixes it upon the habit of the Body, 
fo as to render it very difficulc ro Cure; 
but to omit Bleeding entirely, where a 
Patient is Yopng, and of a Plethorick; 
Conftitution, and whofe Juices are apt 
to be much diftuybed, and whole Body 
difordered upon adminiltring Remedies, 
is certainly very erroneous ; and that 
omiffion, may be attended with an acute 
 Bever, or other Accident, endangering 
b - -duife. | pe 
_Extreams therefore muft be avoided, 
and if a Fever is to be feared, Bleeding 
in 4 {mall quantity, may without Dan- 
ger of attracling the foul Humour.in. 
wards, be premifed, in order ro prevent 
all Accidents, but, in my Opinion, for 
no other reaton, | 

Gentle Purging is always requilite 
for all Perfons, whofe Circumitances of 
Body will admit of it, fome very few 
excepted 3 but the {trong common 
Purges muff be avoided, not only as 

' C08 
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too fatiguing tothe Patient, but per+ 
nicious alfo; for all Catharticks made 
ufe of in thefe Cafes, ought to be very 
gentle, that fo Nature may not be op- 
preiled, but on the contrary aflifted, 
and the offending Matter -be carried off 
by a conftant and eafie Evacuation, by 
which the Patient efcapes the. Danger, 


of drawing the Difeafy. Humour to the. 


Internal Parts, and of fixing, it ‘in- the 
Blood and Juices, which violent Purges 
would expofe him to. fests 

Proper External Applications are’ al- 
fo exceeding neceflary to expedite the 
Cure, and to eradicate more ceytainly 
the foul Infection, and are very rie to 
be ufed, when gentle Catharticks (with 
which Specificks muft ever be- mixed) 

are alfo inwardly given; but are very 
dangerous. when uied unskilfully, a- 
lone, or withont the neceflary Precau- 
tions. ! eri! 

In the choice of External Applicati- 
ons, there is much Judgment required, 
for fugh as are proper for one Perfor 
troubled with the Itch, ec. may not 
be fo for another, yet in general they 
ought to be of a very fubrle and pene- 
frating Nature, that they may ecafily 
7 | pLiter 
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- ener the Extefnal Pores of the Skin,’ 
and be alfo-endued with a Specifick 
quality, to mortify or kill the pernici- 
ous fharp Humour lodged therein, and 
| likewife be adapted to enlarge the ex- 
| cretory Duéts, that there may be free 
_ perfpiration for the future, and that 
the ‘excrementitious Salts combined 
| with Sulphur, may no more be pent 
in, and by Stagnation acquire Acrimo- 
ny, and fo cauie Itching, cc. 
—Specifick Alteratives, Diuretichs, and 
Sddorificks, are alfo often very ufeful to 
mend the Crafis of the Blood, depurate 
the Juices, rectify the Glands, open the 
External Pores, and reftore their Tone, 
and muft be prefcribed asthe Cate 
may require. City | 
Imight here give various Prefcripti- 
‘ens, of Remedies of every kind I have 
mentioned, from the Works of Learned 
and Eminent Phyficians, for the Cure 
of the Itch, inveterate Itching Humours, 
Scabbinefs and Leprofy, but confidering 
that the Judgment of a Skilful Man ts 
always requifice for their right Appli- 
cation, ‘even in the molt trifling Ireh, 
‘and that tho’ thofe Prefcriptions might 
‘be excellent in their kind, and fhould 
eee a fully 
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fully anfwer the Chara&ter Authors 
have given of them; yet if Patients 
fhould proceed on their own Heads, 
and unskilfully take or ufe them, they 
might prove very prejudicial, and; in- 
ftead of Curing their Difeafes, injure 
their Bodies, and perhaps endanger 
their Lives, I thought it beft to omit 
them. — , eo w Bien 

But the Method that I think moft 
proper to Cure the’ Isch, and’ other 
Chronick Difeafes of the Skin, ts this : 
in the firft place, if the Patient. is 
Young, of a Sanguine Complexion, 
Plethorick, or inclined to a Fever; 
the Day before I order any Medicines, 
I dire€t to Bleeding in a fmall quan- 
tity, in order to prevent a Fever, or 
other acute Illnefs, and for no other 
end; but if no fuch accident is to be 
feared, I omit Bleeding, and immedi- 
ately advife to both Internal and Ex- 
ternal Remedies, to be taken and ufed 
paserier er ee Kail 
“The External Medicines I dire& to, 

certainly clear the Skin from all manner 
of foulnefs; rendring it in a fhort time 
fnooth, fair, and entirely free from Itch- 
ing, and from all Pimples, Scurf, cuetan 
ioe ai an 
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and: other: Defedations ;, whillt the In- 
ternal ones, which are gently Purging, 
Diuretick and Alterative,.cleanfe the 
Blood and Juices from Impurities, de- 
{troy and carry off fharp Humours, 
and Acrid Particles, that: may have in- 
timately mixed with the Blood, and 
infected its whole Mafs; break the 
Combinations of Saline and Sulphure- 
ous. Corpufcles, rectify the Giandules, 
free the Pores from obi{tructing Vifco- 
fities, and effectually clear the whole 
Habit from all Filth and Putrifaction 
whatfoever; and yet are fo homoge- 
neous to Nature, as not to caufe any 
ficknefs at Stomach, diforder of Body, 
or require Confinement,» more than 
barely to guard againft Wet Weather, 
or more than ordinary Cold. 
Neither are the External Remedies 
JT advife to, compounded with Brim- 
ftone, or accompanied with any nau- 
feous Smell, but may be ufed by the 
moft delieate Perfon without Offence, 
and yet are more effectual for the In- 
tention than thofe with which Brim- 
frone. is mixt: Now by this Method 
and the Medicines I Order, (which I 
always prepare my {elf, and which both 
a ae ane External 
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_ ‘External and Internal are’ different . 
from the common Remedies) the Di- 
feafy Matter, in whatioever corner it 
lurks, ‘will be ferrited out and entirely 
deftroyed, with fafety to the Patients, 
who will thereby be lntkag cle syhe 
to their Priftine Health. 

It may here be enquired of me, 
why, fince the External Medicines. I 
fpeak of, will effectually clear the Skin 
from all Defzdations, I:do not rély on ~ 
them for the Cure of a recent Itch, 
that has only. infe&ted ‘the ScarfiSkin, 
and not’ penetrated’deeper, without 
advifing to Internal Remedies? "To 
which I anfwer, ‘That no: Man ‘cani be 
affured; that fome ‘of the fubrle Trehiy 
Particles have not penetratedithe fmall 
Blood Veflels,’ and. if it {hould happen 
that they: have, tho’ the Itch, to ‘ap- 
pearance, is perfectly: cured, yer thote 
imall Particles, that by” getting inte 
the Blood: have efcaped being deftroyed 
by the outward Remedies, will, by cir- 
culating’ about with it, foon infe€t all 
the Fluids, and fo the "Iich will ‘break 
out again: inca few»Months:after, and 
ous eworle and more dtubborn: than 

Foti: before 


before, as Petfons. without Number 
who have endeavoured to be cured that 
way, have. experienced to their Colt, 
and which,. by taking proper Internals - 
at the fame time, might) have been 
effectually prevented 5 befides, by ad- 
miniftring peculiar Purging Medicines, 


all, Accidents and Diftempers that: the 


ufing, of seven the, Safeft outward Ap- 
plications: make! the Patients liable to, 
as before fhewn, are abfolutely guard. 
ed againit.. g $e ou f 

It may likéwife be asked, why, if the 
Internal Remedies'I direct to, are.of fuch 


_ Efficacy as Lsmention, I do not: wholly 


depend upom:them) for the: Cure: of 
Difeafes of the Skin, without advifing 
to External: Applications ? “To which 
it may be anfwered, that we dight to 
attack fuch ftubborn Diftempers with 
all our force, and. by all likely ways 


of fucceeding ; befides which, we can- 


not reafonably fuppofe it poffible, for 
a Patient to be cured nearfo:foon by 
Internal Medicines: alone,:as:by: them 
and: External Applications ‘together ; 
the whole Mats. of Blood: and Juices 
willtake up a confiderable time to be 
pied : perfectly 


perfectly altered and pufifyed, and 
much. longer will it be, before the Di- 
feafy Particles lodged in the External 
Pores of the Skin, can by Internals 
alone, be abfolutely overcome and de- 
ftroyed ; but when with them we jout | 
proper outward. Remedies, which are 
always fafe whilft gentle Catharticks, 
@re. are given inwardly, we then,an- 
{wer all the Intentions of Cure, and 
{trike home to the’ Morbifick Matter, 
fo as to:deftroy it Root and Branch, 
and from thence may: reafonably 'pro- 
mife our felves happy Succefs in.a very 
fhort time. ste encom yd teva 
> From what has been faid, may be 
gathered the reafons why fo many Per- 
fons: mifs.of being perfeétly. cured of 
the Itch, exc. for many Months, ; and 
oftentimes Yearsy for by ufing out- 
ward. Applications alone, tho’ proper 
ones, the Cure even of a new caught 
Itch is not often perfectly accomplifh, 
ed, and when it 1s, not without Dan- 
ger; neither can Perfons handfomely, 
Ym fure not expeditioully, be Cured 
by taking Internal Medicines, though 
never to good, unlefs aflifted with pros 
| pet 
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per Externals at the fame time; and 
ro take and ufe Internal and External 
Remedies together, that are not very 
Efficacious (a misfortune often happen- 
_ ing to Perfons who. follow the:Vulgar 
_ Methods): is only trifling with their 
Affliction; for if they happen to be 
better, and feem quite Cured, itis. ge- 
netally but for a fhort time, and the 
Difeafe {oon after breaks out again, with 
greater force than. before, 

Many Perfons have been thus: fatit 
cued witha fimple Itch, fometimes for 
_ Years together, and at laft etided their 
_ Days, by oi of a fevere: Scabbine|s 
Of Léproljy -w when if at firft they» had 
been treated in’ a> regular ilgrsce 
with the moft- effectual Medicines; they 
might: have been compleatly Cured, 
perhaps in’ a few! Days: 2° | 

Fo thefe’Reafons, why Per Gas! er 
of .beingentirely web we may add, 
that thofe afflicted with the Ttch, orks 
< for the moft part afhamed to own 
it, and alfo imagining, being otherwife 
wel in Health, that the Difeafe is but 
of dlight Confequence, and not at ail 
Darigerous, they neglect to apply to 
ae, a 
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a Skilful Phyfician for their Cure, but 
follow the Advice of fome good Wo- 
man or other, few of whom are with- 
out a Receipt, of tome Ointment, or 
ether Medicine, which they really 
think will certainly Cure the Itch, ec. 
or elfe they take or ufe Brimftone, 
the vulgar Remedy, which, befides its 
Naufeoufnefs, often proves of dange- 
rous ‘Confequence, efpecially to thofe 
Hectically inclined; and fo the Pati- 
ents are very much fatigued, and many 

times ruined inftead of being Cured. 
Some People Je have met with, who 
think fo lightly of the Itch as to judge 
it a thing of nothing, a flight matter, 
{carce worth minding, and are fo very 
weak as to expect to be cured for a 
Trifle, and feem frightned when they 
are told of being put into a regular 
Method of Cure, that will come to 
more than a Crown or Ten Shillings 
Expence. ie 
To hear fuch Perfons talk would. 
almoft provoke one to Laughter, were 
it not for the difmal Effects that ufu- 
ally attend their Ignorance; for I 
have obferwed, that for the moft part: 
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it is this Clafs of People who are 
feldom cured of the Itch, but fuffer ic 
in length of Time, to terminate in a 
foul Scabbine/s or loathfome Leprofys 
or if they are cured cf the Itch by 
Brimftone, Quickfilver Girdles, Oint» 
ments, ec. to one or other of which 
they commonly have Recourfe, they 
are often precipitated into other dread- 
ful Difeafes; in either of which Cafe, 
they would then give above half they 
are worth in the World to be reftor’d 
to Health. 

It would be well therefore if thofe 
troubled with the Itch, ec. would fe- 
rioufly reflect upon the dangerous Con- 
fequences I have mention’d, and con- 
fider, That it is not This or That 
Medicine (tho? never fo good) that 


ought to be relied on; but that it is 


requifirce to know. when, and when 
not it is proper: That the Habit of 
the Body, State of the Difeafe, and 
other Circumflances of the Patient, 
fhould be carefully confidered: That 
the beft Medicines often prove hurt- 
ful, when prefcribed unskilfully, or at 
Random ; and that therefore for. Pati- 

ents 
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ents to proceed on their own Heads, 
or to follow the Advice of Women; 
or unskilful Perfons, is exceeding dan- 
gerous, may be attended with difmal 
Confequences, and perhaps coft them 
their Lives. 9st : | 
Among the many Inftances I could 
give of the taking and ufing Brimiftone 
ineffeCtually, I ihall only trouble my 
Readers with the following, which 1s 
very remarkable. | 
A Country Gentleman happening 
in a Family who were all troubled 
with the Itch, was quickly infected 
with that Diftemper, which, as foon 
as he perceived, he endeavoured to 
Cure by taking Brimftone and Milk 
inwardly, and ufing Brimffone in an 
Ointment Outwardly in a very plenti- 
ful manner, according to the vulgar 
Method, and for a longer Time than is 
cuftomary, but to no purpofe ; for he 
declared to me, that his Itch conti- 
nued upon him as vexatious and bad 
5, evCl. 
He then had the Opinion of feverak 


* 


Phyficians one after another, and by 


their Advice took and ufed abun- 
dance of Medicines, which, together 
E 3 with 
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with their Fees, coft him a_ large 


Sum of Money; at laft the . Diftem- 
per feem’d to be conquer’d, and he 


thought himfelf perfely cured, and 
in a fhort fpace of Time married 5; 


‘foon after which, the Itch broke out 


again upon him to as great a degree 
as ever; neither did the New mar- 
ried Lady efcape, but was as much 
peftered with that Diftemper as him- 

felf. | 
At that time he happened to meet 
with the firft Edition of this little 
Book, and after reading it, thought 
proper to put himfelf and Spoufe under 
my Care for Cure; and in a fhort 
time, by punctually following my Di- 
rections, they were both entirely freed 
from that tormenting Difeafe, for which 
the Gentleman (who. could neither be 
cured by Brimftone, or any of the Me- 
dicines he. had before taken and ufed) 
with abundance of Thanks, not only 
paid me to my content, but alfo 
made me a handfome Prefent, expref- 
fing at the fame time the greatelt Joy 
and Satistaction’ for being fo fortunate 
as to meet with my ihore Account, 
| which 
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which he faid he would not but have 
feen for ever fo much, the reading 
of it having caufed him to’ apply to 
me, and be (as he was pleafed to fay 
himfelf) fo fafely and eafily cured ; 
far he affured me, that what he had 
taken and ufed before by his’ Phyfi- 
cians Preferiptions, (as well as the 
Brimftone) was not only ineffectual, 
but very naufeous, and withal exceed- 
Pe MOTI GER OIT WP NL: ieee 

Brimftone alfo in the Cure of the 
Itch, Gre. is attertded with this further 
inconvenience, that it obliges thofe 
who take and ufe it, either to confine 
themielves during the whole Courfe, 
or elfeto let very one they come near, 
know they are troubled with the Itch; 
ior the {mell of it is fo very ftrong, 
as not to. be overcome, or be con- 
eealed from-even thofe who only juft 
pafs by the Perfons who ufe it, much 
lefs from them they converfe with, 
to whom it fmelis much more plain, 
firong and filthy than to themfelves : 
And it is as natural for People to be- 
jieve that thofe who ufe Brimftone, 
ufe it for the Itch, as it is for them 
EB 3 | to 
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to believe, that “thofe who imal of i it, 
ufe it. : 
As to fach as are afhamed to oF nh. 
they are troubled with the Itch, cr. 
and for that Reafon aegleét to apply 
to a Phyfician, or Skilful. Perfon, for 
Cure, they are certainly much, in the 
wrong 5 for they may be affured, that 
it is the Principle, as well as Intereft 
of all Phyficians, or Perfons praQi- 
fing Phyfick, to keep private any Ill- 
neis their Patients are defirous to cons 
ceal, and to direé&t to fuch Remedies 
as may be taken and ufed privately, 
without the knowledge of any others 
Perfon, and without Confinement 5 as 
the Medicines I advife to, in fuch Cafes, 

moft certainly may, and fo, as not to be 
ear even by the neareft Friend, 
tho’ lying in the fame Bed. 

I mutt. not omit another Reafon, 
why Perfons are often peftered with 
the Itch, every Three or Kour Months, 
Spring and Fall, ee. viz. That when 
by a proper Method they find them: 
{elves tollerab! ly well, and free from 
Itching, cs. they gow weary of the 
trouble of taking and ufing Medicines, 
and leaye them off before the Difeafy 

Particles 
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Particles are wholly Eradicated, and 
thereby deceive themfelves: for if 
the leaft part of the Itchy Infection 
happens to remain in their Cloaths, 
Gloves, oc. as fometimes may hap. 
pen, even after Wafhing, they then 
catch the Diftemper afrefh, which 
would be prevented by continuing 
the ufe of Remedies, according to 
the Dire@tions of a Skilfal Man, for 
a reafonable Time, that fo all the 
very Seeds of the Difeafe, either in 
their Bodies or Cloaths,.may be utter- 
ly deftroyed. . 

And for the better preventing all 
Danger of this kind, it is neceflary for 
the Patients, as foon as all Itching and 
appearance of the Diftemper is taken 
off, to change their Cloaths, Sheets, 
 @&. immediately, and be very careful 
not to wear them again, till they are 
fure, by often boiling, wafhing, and 
cleanfing, all the Itchy Particles that 
lodged in them, are entirely mortify’d 
and expung’d. 

For want of due Care in this par- 
ticular only, abundance of Perions 
have been exceedingly fatigued with 
this hateful Difeafe, og and off, for 

E 4 many 
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many .Months, and fometimes Years 
together ; of which 3 could give feve- 
ral Examples that have happen’d with? 
in my own aaa ree but fhall men- 
tion but one.- : 2 

« A Gentleman of Gobbaacaticny came 
to me about a Month fince, troubled 
with a fevere and nnaeiethal. Itch 5 up- 
enquiring: how -he had’ received the 
infection, ce. he‘told me he had been 
troubled with that: Diftemper fome 
Months betore, but had been- perfeét- 
ly cured of at, and aflured me, that 
he caught it again to the degree { 
faw,: only by his Servant giving him, 
by miftake, a pair of Gloves to: wear, 
that he ‘remembered afterwards oto 
have worn: once or twice-at-the moft, 
during the time he was. firft: pefter'd 


with the Itch. “He added,: that che — 


kept. them on his Hands “fearee oan 
Hour, before he:perceived the miftake, 
threw them away, and pre fently 
wath’d and fcour’d: ‘his Hands two at 
three times, but all to :no:purpofe s 

for the Ich foon difcovered itfelt be- 
tween his Fingers, oc. and from thence 
ig all over his Body: Sey 
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‘By this ‘Relation all Perfons ‘ma 
perceive how very fubtle, penetrating, 
and infecting the Itchy Particlés are, 
that could lie fo°long in‘ a\pait® ‘of 
Gloves, and afterwatds fo foon atid -fo 
far infinuate themfelves into the  Sking 
as not to be wafh’d -or {cout?d> off, 
but to caufe a —r eines ‘atliverfal 
and ftubborn ‘Itch. : ie VAD GSE 
' This Gentleman. I put. into: a eae 
Jar Method of Care, which foon*had 
the defired Effect, for which he Hand: 
fomely gratify’d me, and is*at" this 
— perfectly well.” 

‘Now by “the Method I Hide! iad 
udnceds the Dire&tions'T give; and the 
Medicines: I have” ‘mentioned’ to ufe, 
(which; as before faid, T always prepare 
my felt, and’ which ‘are‘not difficult to 
take or to be apply’d,/or ‘in the leaft 
fatiguing tothe Patients) thofe miféra- 
bly afflicted with the’ ‘Itch, amas 
re Humours, Scabbine{s, er Lepro/y, 
-‘that-are Cureable, and even many that 
shave: been pronounced incurable, may 
be certainly veitored to Health in a 
reafonable time, proportionably to the 


Stubbornne{s and va sina of change 
Dileates, ' 


OF mw, 
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...§o -alfo Perfons troubled with the 
King’s-Evil, {tubborn Scrophulous Break- 
ings out, Tumours, Running Ulcers, &c. 


may, by,the Method I have propofed, 
be more affuredly.and fooner Cured, 


with the. Bleffing of God, than by any 


other whatever. | | 


| A few Remedies well adapted ‘alk 


Sightly adminiftred, for a reafonable 


time, in all thofe Cafes, will generally 


take Effet, without fatiguing the Pa- 
tients with a vaft number of Medi- 
cines, -to ;naufeate tne Stomachs, and 
tire their Patience, | 
_sBut what ‘hinders many People af- 
Hided. with the King’s-Evil and Le- 
profy from being cured, is their want 
of. fufi cient Refolution to go through 
a, teguiar Courfe ; for tho’ they are 
put mto one that is neither naufeous, 
troublefome, er requiring Confine- 
gnent;,and though they feem at firft 
yefolved;to go through it, and are 
convinced, that unlefs they do conti- 
nue it for a reafonable time, they can- 
not be cured; yet, which is firange, 
they often {tagger in their Refolution, 
grow weary they know not whys 
and 
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and many times leave off before they 
themfelves can fo much as -ekpett 
Relief; whereas if they would chave 
fteadfattly adhered to the: Refoiution 
they firft took, they might ‘im all hu- 
man probability, have been cértaiily 
cured of their Diftemper, and reftored 
to. perfect Health. «| svsobits 

There are alfo many Perfons, )la- 
bouting under the:la mentioned ftub- 
born Chronick Difeates, who dread- 
ing the uncertain Expence of a regu+ 
lar Courfe of Medicines, are defirous 
ro enter. into a Contract to be cured 
for a certain Sum of ‘Money. ‘Thefe 
fort of People, in my. Opinion, : are 
the fitteft.in the World to fall into 
the Hands of fome of our bold, daring 
Practitioners, who venture at all, and 
never fail to promife wonders:;. for 
Patients of this kind are apt to be 
pleafed and taken with the pofitive 
Affurances thefe Men give them, of 
pericctly and infallibly curing them, 
crc. whereas a modelt, faithtul -Phy- 
fician neyther will nor ought to under- 
take Patients in that manner, but on- 
ly defire a reatonabie. Price for his 
* Medicines, 
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Medicines, and a fuitable Confideration 


for his .Trouble, ‘Advice or. Atten- 
dance ; ‘neither will he give his Pati- 
ents fuch. pofitive Affurances of an 


infallible Cure; but’ be cautious in 
what: he fays,-and only: promife in 


thefe and all-other difficult: Cafes, to 


endeavour to the utmoft of his- Power 
to Cure them ; and for: that End, put 


them into-fuch -a’ rational: Courfe of 
| Medicine,.vas -he really believes, and 
has» found, tobe. moft »efeCtual for 
- fuchiftubborn Maladies, and from which 


Courfe they, ‘as well as:he, may reafo- 
nably, and in‘all likelyhood,*expec the 
defired “Succefs.’ ~ jostbtc ius 

.Dhis ‘isthe only Method:.T-take ; 


andthe! Succefs Godvhas ‘been'pleafed 
— tocblefs me with/id' the Cure of the 


Itch, : muccerate ‘Itthing Humours, Scabs 
binefs, &c: is very: remarkable, “and 
I behieve can hardly be paralle?d, I 
having fince £ firft publifhed this lit 
tle ‘Treatife, ‘difcharg’d from under 
my.Care Numbers of Perfons, who 
apply'd.to me for Cure of inveterate 
Diteafes of the Skin,” perfectly well, 
andawho ate, many of them, Men 
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of the firft Rank, and. of Eminent: 
Learning and Parts, and had gone 
through many Courfes of Phyfick to 
no purpofe, before they came to me, 
particularly one Gentleman, a Divine 
of the Church of Exgland, who having 
been unfortunately afflicted with a 
very foul Scabbinefs for fome Years, 
and had ineffeCtually tried almoft all 
Methods, I perfectly cured in a very 
{hore time, (confidering the  invete- 
racy of the Difeafe) to his entire Satis- 
faGion. | ey 

I cannot here conclude without 
taking Notice of the abfurdity of fome 
Practifers, who confine themfelves to 
one fet ot Medicines which they give 
to all Perfons troubled with the Di- 
{tempers I have treated about, and 
which they think will. anfwer the 
end in People of all Habits, Ages and 
Conftitutions, which undoubtedly is al- 
together again{t Reafon, and needs no 
further Confutation. , 

I find my felf often obliged to vary 
my Medicines, according to the State 
of the Difeafe, Habit and other Cur- 
cumftances of the Patient, tho’ gene- 

| rally 
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| rally {peaking, the Method I take 


(except in fome extraordinary Cafes, 
in which a Cardiack and Sudorifick 
Courfe, cc. may be required, and 
where Difeafes of the Skin are com- 
plicated with other Ilneffes) is one 


and the fame, tho’ the Medicines may 
be different. — : 

~ ‘And even for a Confideration of 
_ Jefs‘moment than that of Health, viz. 
_ for conveniency of the Patient, it is 


fome times neceflary to change the 
External Remedies; as for Example, 
inftead of ordering Ointments outward- 
ly, I have been obliged for the fake 
of fice Perfons, who were utterly a- 
gainft ufing any thing daubing, or 
that would appear upon their Linnen, 
to prepare a Liquor as clear as fair 
Water, and of a pleafant Scent, to be 
ufed externally for the fame purpofe, 
and which will certainly have the fame 
good Effect, it being a delicate Medi- 
cine, very Efficacious, ‘and not to be 
feen after uling, either upon the Skin or 
Linnen, only being a difficulr Prepa- 
ration is fomething more expenfive 
to the Patient than many other Aps 
plications. 

From 
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From this fhore Accoust of: Cuta- 
neous Difeafes, I hope my Readers, 
at leaft the unprejudiced: pare of them, 
will be convinced that. the Itch, ec. ' 
may be eafily and fafely cured with- 
out the ufe of Brimftone, Confinement — 
of the Patient, or knowledge of other 
Perfons ; for that there are other Re- 
medies much pleafanter, and more 
effectual than Brimitone (which be- 
fides its naufeoufnefs, oftentimes will 
not Cure 5 but on the contrary, when 
taken and ufed by Hectical Perfons, 
proves very injurious) is moft cer- 
tain, fince Experience vouches for it ; 
and that Patients may be cured of 
the Itch, ec. without more than ore | 
dinary Confinement, is as true, fince 
the Evacuating Remedies I have 
found, neceflary, and make ufe of, 
are fo very gentle, as that thofe who 
take them may go Abroad about 
their Bufinefs, without any Diforder, 
or further Obfervation, than only 
not to expofe themfelves to wet Wea- 
ther, or to extraordinary Cold; and 
al{fo that Patients may be cured with- 

| out 
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out the knowledge of other Perfons, 
is. very plain, . becaute’ the External 


Medicines I advife to, may be ufed 


| privately ; and as they have not any. 
all Scent, thet cannot by that means 


be difcovered. 
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That it mould be well if all who pathos Phyfick would 
do the fame, and not be too much taken up with airy 
» Speclations,, or be forward in broaching ne. ai 
tions, 

The Opinion a Authors, that the fame Method si] 
Medicines that will Gure an inveterate lich, will 
likewife Cure a Scabbinefs and Leprofy,,; ps 29 

How far Experience anfwers forthe Trut of i ae Pr 

That Phyficians differ'very much about the moft¢ 
ual Method and Medicines for the Cure a ! a 
Distemper sy p. 30 

Some recommend Bleeding ps Purging as abjolutely 


" neceffary, 7 Abid. 
Others advife 10 fuweating Miitsines, a scibids 
Others 10 fuch as work by Urine : ibid. 
Some preferibe fucetners of the Blood and carling, Ale 

texalivess, ibid. 


Others rely wholly upon outward Application’, 4s Oin:- 
"ments, Baths, Wajbes, ies ver Girdles, Sc, ibs 
That thofe who plead molt for Excternal Applications, 
inveigh mightily againlt Bleeding and Pur ging,p.3¥ 
Martianus’s Acconnt of a Adan, who by Bleeding for 
the \tch, drew the putrid Hamour inwards, which 
caufed a ‘malignant Fever, and kill'd him, — ibid. 
Another Author's Opinion, that letting Blood wee 
* abfolutely be avoided in the Itch, p. 32 
The famous Helmont againff Purging i in the Itch, 1b. 
The Learned Williss Opinion, what bosh Bleeding’ 
__and Purging aye neceffary, ibid. 
He affirms the Vich is never fafely cured without 
Purging P. 33 
Hartmanus’s 
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Foe Opinion, that to Care the Itch the Blood 
Pa bé'cleanfed, Hibs tise 
| arned Etmuller advifes to Purging, ibid. 
: The ‘excellent Sydenham approves: of Bleeding and 
Purging ibid. 
| That, ieee are many Examples of the unba opy con- 
—fequences of attempting the Care of Difeafe es of the 
—¢ Skin by ourmard Applications only,  tbid. 
Borellys acquaints 4s with the dreadful Effet; of P 

Wajb made ufe of by a Adan for the Itch, p. 34 
Hildanus’s Accosnt: af the difmal Confoquences that 
, attended a Woman's wearing a Quick/il ff 


ibid. 
Val{chiues Account of the fatal Effects of Oiniments 
~ dn the Itch, 
That great Skill 4nd Care i is required to Cure Dial 
: of the Skin, 35 
That to oir inward Remedies, and [trike in hife Di- 
« frempers by outward Applications, tho Seemingly 
danocent, may be attended ‘with violent Fevers, 
- Aithma’ s, Confumptions of the Lungs, Conyyl- 
ng Falling Sickneis, Palfies, Apoplexics, fee 
* other “dangerous aladies; 
That the anbappy E fea of fuck imprudent Maines: 
Ro ie fom times do not ee ill fome Months 


ilver Girdle, 


| p. 
Ti fhe svat Rik thofe gun, “who venture 10 ufe Medl 
© ‘chars on ae own heads, .* tbids 
The higenigus Dr. Pulley’ s Account of the mo? vio- 
Tent Inefs imaginable, that he endured for many 
Years together, by weans of curing hinsfelf of the 
“itch with a Quickfilver Girdle,’ ibid. 
he danger of Owickfiluer Girdles farther poe 
fyid by a Difafter thar lately happened to a Woman 
by chat means, whofe Life the Author faved, p. 42 
The. Author's Opinion, that large or frequent Bleed- 
ong 15 dangerous, 4 and for what reaforn, ..p..43 
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That impradent Parging with the common bes. 
Medicines i i8 AS Ubdy 5. Geen B: 44 | 
How far Bleeding is proper, sis ten 2 4 
What fort of Purging is requifite, 

In what A ated omimard Lasplicaibis are anal 


a what Navwre External Medizlnts eer ee | 
ibid. | 


Years, ye 
That eed taken and ufed, often proves 0) nie 
gerous Confequence, Pp. 54. 
The weaknefs of thofe who expect to be cued ina re- 
wlar manner for a trifle, cenfur'd, pes 
Tha they are their own Enemies, and commonly Toh. 
fer in a dreadful manners ibid. 
What thofe troubled with the Xtch ough: feriou/ly to 
confider, 
“An eminent yee of the ineffetl wal ule 4 Be 
fone in the It is e 57 
The further Inconvenience of Brimffones. Pp. 49 
That thofe who neglett to apply for a régular Cure, ‘f 
caufe they are le "a to own they are troubled with 
the Itch, @c, are very much inthe wrong, and 
why’, p 60. 
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Bhe |L- LN, DE xe ea 
“Anosher reafon of Perfons being peler'd. with the fect ee 
off and on for a long time, ibid. 
then Patients afflitted with the Itch ought to ea 3 

their Cloaths, 
“The Cafe of 4 Gentleinan of Confideration vatdbay ‘ 
that particular, ~ p. 62 
The fubtilty, penetrating and infectious Quality 0 
the Iichy Particles taken notice of, p. 63 
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That by the Authors Adethod, Medicines and Dire 
. Eions, thofe afflitted with the Tich, inveterate Itck= 
| ing Humours, Scabbinefs and Leprofy, may be 
| certainly cured, ibid. 
| That thofe troubled with the King’s-Evil, /abborn 
be -Scrophulous Tumours, ‘Breakings out, running 
| ~ Ulcers, 8cc. may be more affuredly cured. by the 
Author's Method than by any other, p. 64 
What it is that hinders many Perfans afficted with 
the King’s-Evil and Leprofy’ from beiug cured, 
“ibid. 
The Humaur of thofé whe are defirous of making 4 
Contract to be cured for a certain Sune of ie # 
confider d, 
: The Astor's Sue in the Cure of Difeafes if Ye 
: p-. 66 
| The Cafe of a. Deas of the Church of east. 
whom the Author cured of a foul and inveterate 
Scabbinelfs, qbid. 
The abfurdity “of Some Praftirioners, who confine then} 
felves to one fet. of Medicines in thofe Difeafes, 
67 
That the Author varies -his Pinedict arsipaing to 
the State of the Difeafe, Habit and orher Circus 
frances of the Patient, | ibid. 
the Reais ota ka Be 69 
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